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Welcome

EXCITING CHANGES
AHEAD! OUR
COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER
EVOLVES FOR YOU

In last month’s edition we briefly explained that we are
starting to evolve the newsletter into something more.
This evolution is designed to serve and support the
community more by making up to date news, general
interest articles and community updates accessible
to all on a regular basis.

As well as the monthly printed newsletter we will also
have an online presence at www.wixams.news — Our
website will allow us to publish and share real time
news, information and articles as they hit us. We will
also have more of a dedicated presence on social
media and you will soon see Wixams News channels
appear on Facebook, Instagram and TikTok

Your printed newsletter has been going since 2020
and it's also time that this had a design make over,
which you will experience in the edition you are
reading right now.

OUR VISION AND
VALUES SHOW OUR
COMMITMENT TO YOU

FRESH DESIGN, STRONGER VALUES

The overall design and useability is very important to
us. It's important for us to be able to have a design
that simplifies production every month, however, it
is just as important to ensure the design — look and
feel of the newsletter is attractive and engaging. This
is also a critical factor when creating and publishing
content. Our mission, as part of this evolution, is to
ensure content is balanced, accurate, attractive,
informative, engaging and enjoyable to readers.

UPDATED DESIGN

Cleaner, more engaging layout.
Improved readability and accessibility.

More visuals, infographics, and community
highlights.

CORE VALUES

As a committee of volunteers we have decided to
think about what our core values should be moving
forward. This will help guide the existing members




and anyone that wishes to join in terms of attitude
and outlook. Our core values will be at the heart of
everything we do.

¢ Inform: Deliver news and updates relevant to
our Wixams community, celebrate community
achievements, and provide thorough coverage of
local events.

e Champion: Promote a positive community spirit,
supporting the wellbeing and vibrancy of Wixams
for all its residents.

¢ Include: Foster strong collaboration and partnership
with local groups and residents, ensuring every
voice is heard and welcome.

e Trust: Create and maintain a reputation as
the reliable source for credible news, earning
the community’s trust through integrity and
transparency.

EXPANDING BEYOND
PRINT: DIGITAL
GROWTH

MORE WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED:
INTRODUCING OUR ONLINE HUB &
SOCIAL MEDIA

New Website Launch: www.wixams.news
(in development)

* More in-depth articles, content, event calendars,
and resources covering a wide range of topics and
subject matters.

* Real time information and updates from a variety of
local resources.

« Archived newsletters for easy access.
+ Interactive features (e.g., polls, feedback forms).

» Local Business listings

Social Media Channels:

« Facebook, Instagram, TikTok for real-time updates
and interactions.

«  Community discussions, event reminders, and
behind-the-scenes content.

» Encouraging followers to engage and share their
stories.

HOW YOU CAN GET
INVOLVED

BE PART OF THE EVOLUTION! GET
INVOLVED WITH SOMETHING GREAT!

Feedback Welcome: Share thoughts on the new
changes or simply let us know what sort of content
you would like to see more of? What information is
important to you?

Club & Group Admins/Leaders: | am looking to
establish much stronger relationships with our local
clubs and groups. This is to ensure that Wixams News

is supporting you to the best of our abilities, sharing
information and updates, promoting any events you may
have planned or giving readers and insight into what you
do best.

Community Champions / Special Mention: A great
way to encourage and support a positive community
spirit is to proudly shine a light on our local community
champions. One thing we need right now in this world
is more positivity and more happy, inspiring stories. So
weather it's Roger our old street ranger who was known
for his kindness to our beloved pooches, to Dan, a local
resident who encouraged local kids to take up fishing
as a way to stay out of trouble or the many residents
who are doing something fantastic to support charities.
If you have a feel good or inspiring story you would like
to share then this is absolutely something we will be
championing going forward.

Contribute Content: Submit local stories, events,
recipes, photos. Maybe you area business owner and
would like the chance to create an article on useful
hints, tips or advice based on your professional
experience? Or maybe you love cooking and baking and
have a few recipes up your sleeve.

We would welcome and love to publish content from the
community, from all diverse backgrounds and cultures
to champion a community spirit that represents all of
us.

Follow & Share: Like/follow social media, stay up to
date and spread the word. Visit our website at wixams.
news to find links to follow us on Facebook, TikTok and
Instagram.

Volunteer Opportunities: Help shape the newsletter’s
future. If you feel you can help us run the newsletter and
be part of the committee then get in touch to find out
more about what's involved.

Maybe you just want to submit regular information to
be published that's absolutely fine, you don’'t have to be
part of the committee to do this.

The newsletter is also distributed by an amazing

team of volunteers, we aways have new streets being
established or require cover now and then for holidays
or sickness. Weather it's a street of 5 houses or a few
streets of 100 houses we are grateful for any time and
support that you can give to help ensure the community
receives their copy each month.

If you have enjoyed reading more about the future of
Wixams News and have any comments, feedback or
would like to get involved in any way then please email
me at editor@wixams.news

Nick Edwards, Editor, Wixams News

In the next issue we will introduce you to the committee
members.



Friday 11 April saw Lakeview
Village Hall come alive with the
buzz of wheels as the first free
skate park event rolled into
Wixams. Organised between
Wixams Parish Council, Bedford
Borough Council and local charity
Bedford Giving, the event was

a resounding success, offering
both fun and opportunity for the
younger residents of Wixams
during the Easter school holidays,
and with glorious weather.

Thanks to grant funding from
Bedford Giving, the temporary
skate park was set up with nine
elements, including a half-pipe,
grind rail, and boxes of various
heights to cater to beginners
and seasoned riders alike.

While most brought their own
equipment on the day, scooters,
skateboards, and BMX bikes were
made available to ensure that

children and teens of all abilities
could join in the fun and try using
something different. Safety was

a top priority, with helmets and
pads also provided, and expert-
led safety briefings before the
marshalled sessions.

For Noah, a BMX rider (pictured),
the event couldn’'t have come
soon enough. “I've been waiting
for a long time for a skate park
near home. The box was great!”
he said.

The event drew more than 60
kids from across Wixams, many
of whom were trying a skate park
for the first time.

Harley, a local scooter rider, was
thrilled: “The skate park is really
good! | like how they came with
lots of skateboards and safety
gear.”



Harley wasn't the only one inspired. His friend Lenny
shared a desire that was echoed by many attendees:
“I'd love to have a full-time skate park in Wixams, as I'd
get out more. It's difficult to get to the other skate parks
in Bedford from home.”

Even Wixams' new dedicated Police Officer, Abi Holt, got
in on the fun, jumping on a scooter while her colleagues
from Bedford Police preferred to watch on from the
sidelines! “Having joined the Wixams community fairly
recently as the village’s designated police officer, the
skate park was a great way to meet families in the area,”
said Abi.

The skate park event was initiated in response to
several key factors within the growing community, which
still awaits the construction of its town centre. With
many families expressing concerns about the lack of
activities for kids and teens, events like these are both
timely and necessary, not only for recreation but also

as a constructive response to concerns about youth

behaviour in the area.

“It was brilliant seeing so many of our young people
taking part in such a positive activity,” said Councillor
Sam Mardel, one of the event's organisers. “This event
shows a clear demand for sports and recreational
facilities in Wixams. We're looking ahead to providing
more opportunities like the free skate park again in the
future, and more broadly, working hard to create more
opportunities in our village.”

givingG

Editorial and photography by Dan James.

“I'd love to have a our own
skate park in Wixams - I'd get
out more as its difficult to get
to the other skate parks in
Bedford from home”

== “The skate park is
really good! | like how
they came with lots
of skateboards and
safety gear.”
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Exciting news for Wixams and the surrounding areas—
Universal Studios has been given the green light to
develop a brand-new theme park a stone’s throw from
our community! This major entertainment destination,
Universal Studios Destinations & Experiences UK,
is set to transform the region, bringing world-class
attractions, thousands of jobs, and a significant boost to
the local economy.

WHAT WE KNOW SO FAR

* Location: The park will be built on a large site in
Kempston Hardwick, between the Maston Vale Rail
Line and Midlands Main Rail.

* Timeline: Construction is expected to take
several years, with an estimated opening in the
2031,though as we know with major developments
delays can be expected.

» Attractions: Universal's parks are known
for immersive rides based on blockbuster films
like Jurassic World, Harry Potter and Lord of the
Rings. However it is important to note that no
details of attractions have been released. There
are a number of online sources that are predicting
which attractions will be built based on the current
artists impression of the park but nothing has been
confirmed and it may be a while before we see this
information.

HOW THIS COULD AFFECT RESIDENTS

As with any major development, there will be both
opportunities and challenges for the local community:
Economic Growth & Jobs — The park will create an

estimated 20,000 jobs during construction, with an
estimated 8,000 jobs being created once the park is
operational. A predicted 80% of employees coming from
the Bedford area. This would make Universal one of the
largest employers in our region.

On a wider scale Universal expects to inject £50bn
into the UK economy whilst it builds Europe’s first
Universal Theme Park bringing in wider investment into
the UK.

Construction & Traffic — Over the next few years,
there will likely be roadworks, increased heavy vehicle
movement, and possible temporary disruptions. There
will be new slip roads taking visitors directly into the
park from the A421 and local roads will be improved
to manage the increase in traffic. The council and
developers will need to manage this carefully giving
local residents advance notice of any disruption

Housing & Infrastructure — Demand for housing may
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rise, potentially affecting property prices. New transport
links (roads, rail, or bus services) could be introduced
to handle visitor numbers. This announcement has
now put a temporary stop on the Wixams Train Station
development as the plans for Universal will rely on using
this line. The proposal is to increase Wixams Station to
four platforms. As soon as this has been approved we
would expect construction on the station to continue.

| feel the increased frustration with some residents
due to the years of delay, however there is more benefit
to us as a community for the station to be built right
first time to handle the increased capacity.

Community Engagement — Universal pride
themselves on local engagement on forming local
partnerships so we expect that residents will
have opportunities to voice opinions on planning
applications, traffic management, and environmental
considerations.

WHAT'S NEXT?

More detailed plans are yet to be released and it may
be some months before we see these. There are several
ways to keep up to date with the latest developments
for this project;

+ Visit and bookmark the official website www.
universalukproject.co.uk

« Like or follow official Wixams News media
channels on Facebook, Instagram and TikTok, simply
search ‘Wixams News’

 Visit and bookmark our official website www.
wixams.news (currently under construction)

« Visit Bedford Borough Council www.bedford.gov.
uk and search ‘Universal’

This is a landmark moment for Bedford, positioning
our town as a key destination for tourism and
entertainment. While there will be adjustments, the
long-term benefits could be substantial.

Wixams News will be dedicated to keeping you
updated as this exciting project progresses!

GOT QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS?

We would love to hear from the community any
thoughts or opinions on this announcement, if you
would like to have your say please contact us.

In due course we will be seeking thoughts from local
businesses, councillors and most importantly, the
community for publication in the coming months.

To get in touch email Nick Edwards at
editor@wixams.news



Got a few minutes to fill
in our quick survey about
Universal Studios?

OErED

Universal Studios is coming to Bedford, and we are
the local group that is 5 minutes from the site!

Want the latest updates, photos, and pure
speculation fun?

Join the largest Facebook community following
Universal's journey in the UK.

We want to know your
thoughts on how it will
affect Wixams!

We Are Universal Studios Great
Britain

Come for the news, stay for the
Minions and marmalade!

Annual General Meeting

Wixams Parish Council would like to invite you to their Annual General Meeting which is being held
on 27 May 2025 followed by the Annual Meeting which will include stalls from the developers, Urban
& Civic and other community groups.

Please come along to meet your Parish Councillors and to speak with all those involved in making
Wixams a good place to live.

Annual General Meeting - 18.30-19.30
Swan Room, Lakeview Village Hall

Annual Meeting - 19.00-20.30
Main Hall, Lakeview Village Hall




Other criminal damage Peregrine Way

Assault with injury Swan Road

Harassment Undisclosed

Assault with injury Minnow Way

Blackmail Undisclosed

Assault with injury Robbins Heath

Malicious communications Undisclosed

Assault with injury Lesser Avenue
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Since last time | wrote to
you, | talked about my aim
to reinvigorate community
policing and increase officer
numbers. And now we have
some exciting news.

When the Prime Minister announced his Safer Streets
Mission and Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee he
committed to funding more community police in
Bedfordshire.

| am pleased to secure £1.8million of extra funding for
this new financial year for Bedfordshire.

This means within a year there will an additional
twenty new officers plus eight Police Community
Support Officers (PCSOs) in our community teams.
There will also be ten new student officers who will be
within the next 12 months.

These extra officers will increase police visibility, and
we are ensuring every urban and rural neighbourhood

WIXAMS WELCOMES ABI HOLT

PC6389 Abi HOLT Joined Beds police in 2014, | have
worked all over the county and am now the dedicated
police officer for WIXAMS and SHORTSTOWN.

| work out of RISELEY POLICE STATION but default to
WIXAMS when on duty. Please stop and say hello if
you see me or my police vehicle parked up outside the
Village Hall.

I monitor the Wixams community group on Facebook
and there are a lot of unreported issues which is not
a true reflection of the community. Please can | urge
the local community to report crimes and anything
suspicious to us on 999 if it is an emergency, 101 or
online reporting form if not.

w7

UPDATE FROM JOHN TIZARD

including Wixams has a named officer.

| am confident that in partnership with the
government | expect to expand the community police
team further annually over the next four years.

Community policing is core to ensuring public
confidence in policing. It is also a critical to prevention,
problem solving and intelligence gathering.

Reinvigorating community policing is about much
more than just recruiting a bigger team, important

as this is. It is about evolving a new approach to

local policing, where the police work with you all in
local communities alongside community groups,
councillors, public sector professionals to tackle crime
and the causes of crime. There will be focus on anti-
social behaviour, retail crime and other issues that the
residents of Wixams are all too aware of.

Together with Bedfordshire Police | am committed to
making Bedfordshire safer and fairer.




ETEGTOTEIAN

www.electrician-bedford.co.uk

Do you find it difficult to find someone to come
and do those small jobs?

) Installation of additional sockets » Outdoor lighting solutions
) Smart heating & energy control systems B Full & partial rewiring services

Y Electrical wiring for extensions and loft  J» Electrical inspections for
conversions landlords and home buyers

Y Consumer unit upgrades & replacements ) Installation of Indaor Lighting

WE HAVE DELIGHTED
CUSTOMERS IN WIXAMS!

B L L L L EE Y

Whether you're looking to
transform your bedroom, kitchen,
or media wall, our expert team is

here to guide you through every‘

i Need an expert?
i Call Rob now! Which

01234 964 904

step of the process. i I Fraegrotes We are WHICH? Trusted trader
: ; ited. Provi
S > Quskissiais mind for ail our clients that we
H : 5k a a reputable and hight
i > Qualified Electrician B i boaay eantl g .
i > Reasonably priced R
§ > NICEIC Domestic installers @
Q 2 Peverel Drive, Milton Keynes, MK1 INL i > 10 Years Workmanship
i guarantee
®+44 1280 852 401
i |Your Local, Friend!
@ info@mafbedroomsandkitchens.com : . ’ v
. H Reilable
“www.mafbedroomsandkitchens.com’ ji| % =
Electrician!
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The Parish Churches covering Wixams ¢ srowteam
2 ik MINISTRY

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

St Mary & St Helena
ELSTOW

All Saints
WILSHAMSTEAD (Wilstead)

All Saints
HOUGHTON CONQUEST

‘ . St Mary the Virgin
“The welcome someone receives in church has a huge lmpact on whether they stay CARDINGTON

Many of us are in church because of the acceptance and inclusion we’ve felt when we St Michael & All Angels
entered it, and that we continue to feel as we’ve remained”. Barford Avenue, BEDFORD
We don’t just meet to worship on Sundays!
' P 4 DIOCESE OF
For Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals, Bible Study and so much more you will [ ST ALBANS

always be assured of a warm welcome. _ \\____‘

https://elstowteamministry.org.uk/ 01234 261477 [ facebookJ
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’ WIXAMS EVENTS TEAM PRESENTS ¢

BA

SATURDAY 28TH JUNE 2025
e |[2PM - 6PM

LAKEVIEW VILLAGE HALL

BROOKLANDS AVENUE, WIXAMS,
BEDFORD, MK42 6AB

CRAFT STALLS, FUN FAIR, PERFORMING ARTS,
FOOD & DRINK (BAR FOR THE ADULTS) AND
MUCH MORE....

NO DOGSAREALLOWED AT THIS EVENT

MORE INFORMATION AT WIXAMSEVENTS.UK




PHOTOGRAPHY

SCAN FOR
PORTFOLIO

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY
WEDDING FILMING
DOCUMENTARIES

07771877 342
CONTACT VII
BY PHONE OR WHATSAPP

WWW.PHOTOGRAPHYBYVII.CO.UK

Iﬁﬁ_‘.{,{/LICENSED TUTORS

4 kZL Specialising in Maths, English
Zutels  and Science (Chemistry,
Biology and Physics)

ACHIEVE
ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE!

Elevate your learning journey with our
small group (1-to-4 ratio) tutoring
sessions at Lakeview Village Hall,
Wixams or enrol for 1-to-1lessons.

D/:S'COU ne

50y

Registrati
atio
or locaTsfeeS

Our Services:

() PERSONALIZED LEARNING FOR
v KS1-ALEVELS

QTS QUALIFIED TEACHERS
2
‘(;/2 IN-PERSON AND ONLINE LESSONS

@ 11+ AND GCSE EXAM PREPARATION

Lessons timing: every Saturday
12-2pm at the
Lakeview Village Hall

155-160 Brooklands Ave, Wixams, Bedford MK42 6AB

CONTACT US

B Email:
info@licensedtutors.co.uk

Website:

‘ Phone Number:
www.licensedtutors.co.uk

07982816354

®

Coach & Mentor

Focus, Thrive, Succeed! If you're ready to take control of your
ADHD and thrive in all areas of your life, let's connect.

@ ORGANISE, PRIORITISE & PROCRASTINATION
@ MANAGING FEARS & FRUSTRATIONS

& REDUCING ADHD OVERWHELM
& REGULATING EMOTIONS

@& REDUCING IMPULSIVITY

@ NEGATIVE SELF TALK

e

HAMBERLEY

NEW MEMORY CARE
COMMUNITY

NOW OPEN AT ELSTOW MANOR

Enjoy the warmth of our new suite,
with dedicated care and support
from our compassionate team.

Call 01234 395 569 or search
Elstow Manor Care to find out more.



Football + Tennis
Coaching
1-2-1 + Semi - Private

FOCUSED PROGRESS
BUILDING ATHLETES AND PEOPLE

High Quality coaching which is tailored to your younger one. Whether it is building self belief to then transpire into
other aspects of your younger one’s life or pushing to become the best player in the academy and really stand out
amongst the rest!

£35-E45
Bedford, Kempston, Hillgrounds field
Milton Keynes, Broughton sports pavillion
7 days a week availability options
Flexible booking, buy 10 sessions and use
them across 12 months, or join our
monthly membership!

£15 Term time only

Tennis Tuesdays
Bedford, Wixams Village Hall, MUGA
6:15pm - 7:15pm Age 4 - 7
7:15pm - 8:15pm Age 8 - 12

Football Wednesdays
Bedford, Kempston, Hillgrounds field

6:30pm - 7:30pm Age 4 - 7
7:30pm - 8:30pm Age 8 - 12

Age 6 - Adult

Elite SF 07530 062988 [8) Jack@eliteskillsandfitness.com

MULTI-SPORT FHK
EARLY BIRD AND AFTER Ofsted
SCHOOL CLLUB

Registered

Football Tennis
4:30pm First Pick up [l First Pick up
Spm [ Hot Dinner 5 Hat Dinner
Dodgeball f Benchball 20 pm Kick Rounders/ Cricket

Last Pick up

3:30pm NERF [ Volleyball

4:30pm First Pick up
S5pm Hot Dinner

3:30pm Basketball

m Golf D aball / Benchball

reakrast Include

Important Information

Schedules will be followed with the relaxed
actlvities but also we shall try to squeeze in as

many extra sports as possible! Colouring
& i P £6 till 4:30pm >

£10 till 6pm _ Large Connect 4

£14 till Gpm with Hot
Dinner :

Menu on the Website Chess & Draughts

Reading Books

Entrance and Exit is by the black gate on the
left Interactive Lego
Phone Number - 07530062988
ze Jenga
Email - jack@eliteskillsandfit com

Website link-
ELITE SF eliteskillsandfitness.com/fafterschoolandearly

WRAPARDUND CARE Bed




(® Activity schedule on reverse For content from
our last camp

Ofsted ® eliteskillsandfitness.com

Registered E‘;L%WS /bedfordholidaycamps

ELITE SF

CHILDREN'S MULTI-SPORT

Every school holiday

Open to children
from all schools!

Also includes break
up days (half days)

Lakeview Schoaol, School Ln, Wixams, - . y -
Bedford, MK42 6BH o, : i On top of our busy activity schedule we have some more

relaxing activities on offer during our snack breaks and
30min free play slot. These are:

£20 - Half Day (8am - 12pm / 10am - 2pm) ¢ °°“':e°"_f°“’
£30 - Standard Day (9am - 4pm) i Colouring
£35 - Extended Day (Bam - 6pm) . Tic-tac-toe

. Chess + Draughts
Optional Extras % 15% Early Bird Discount | * Interactive Lego
£4 Lunch & Snacks 5 15% Sibling Discount . Our own Library of reading books
£4 Breakfast & Hot Dinner Age range: 4 -13 St Racars Frond . BIG Jenga

. Uno
h'ICare V°uchar and Tax-Free GET IN @ jack@eliteskilisandfitness.com a Dominos
Childcare now accepted TOUCH © 07530 062 988 . Massive Snakes and Ladders

eliteskilisandfitness.com

Sports Why Elite SF?

B camp Start Times

Activity Schedule & 1 Food Breaks / Hot Dinner Focused Progress is our slogan
Relaxed activities in gaps all throughout the day B Camp Finish Times and we live and breathe it.
4 -7 Years Old m We are here to make a positive
difference in bursting out that
0300 08:30 09:00 09:30 :Ll_h_l_s 10:30 11:15 l]m 12:30 13100 l!ll? 14:30 16130 1_79 18100 comfort zone] SOCIal Skllls’ self
vy St et it e e el bl Nkt o belief, helping sculpt that top 1%

Wednesday el awad 3 Foathall Archery/Crossboss Do Dodgeball Freepiay Crickst Golf Mudti spart in all areas ﬂf “fe and having fun
Tharsday Ralasad Activitias Party Games Team Games  Archary/Crosshow Freaplay Basketball Crichet Mt spart
Friday Relawad Activities Party Games Founders DnB Oodgeball N Freeplay NERF ! Teanis Mudti sport | doi ng it!
Whether that is tailored sessions
8 - 10 Years Old :
to your younger one or following
OE:00 oR:30 09:00 0930 1018 10:30 11:1% 1200 12:30 13:00 13:1% la:30 1690 - 17:00 18:00 the dlffe rent coaCh lng seSSlons at
Monday Party Games Faotball Dence/Zumba Founders | Freeplay  Onf Dodgaoel| Golf Multl soort | houday carnp. we develop
Tuesday Party Games NERF Team Games  Glow Badminton Freeplay  Basketball | Tennls Multi soort § ) ) ) )
Wadnasday Pasty Gilmes Archery/Cimssbow Team Garmes Gelf Freeplay Glow Badminton | Crlcket Multl ot | character whilst improving their
Thureday Party Games Dn8 Dodgatall MNERF Hounders Freeplay Termis Backetball Multi sport §
Fridey Party Games Volleyball OnB Dodachall  Archery/Crossbow [ Freeplay Cricket B Football Mult! spart § skills in the sport of their choice.
TS Yope Bie - B
oS00 0830 09.00 0330 1045 1030 was  1u0 1230 1300 145 1430 1630 1700 18:00 The best 'Children’s Sports
Mond Prrty Games Gall ] Aounders Dance/fumba N Freeplay  Glow Badminton [N Termis Multi sport [E0 .
'ﬂlt;: I-"ad‘t\vf Games Glow Badminton Team Gamas NERF :ﬂl: Bazeethall Tannis Mult: :Fnﬂ CoaChlngl u Ut there’ ket us pr()\'a
Wadnasday Party Games Team Games DnB Dodgeball  Archery/ Crossbow Frecplay Football Cricket Multi gpart | itto you'
Thursday Party Games Basketball Gall NERF Freeplyy  Rounders DB Dodgeball Multi spart | 2
Friday Party Games [nB Dodgehall | Aschery/Crosshow Volleyball i Freeplay Football | Cricket Multi sport |
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Wlxamé Rﬁnners Host Commumty 5k
‘and Kids Fun Run at Town Park :

Wixams Runners recently held their Community 5k
and the Ginger Cow Kids' Fun Run at the Wixams Town
Park in May. The event took place under sunny skies -
somewhat different from the wind the runners had to
endure at the last event! .

Local runners of varying abilities participated in the
Wixams Runners Community 5k, taking on a course
that wound its way through the Town Park. The Ginger
Cow Kids’ Fun Run also proved popular, with many
enthusiastic youngsters enjoying the opportunity to run
and be active.

Throughout the morning, participants and spectators
were able to enjoy food provided by Food Bruvaz,
adding to the community feel of the event.

The success of the day was supported by the
generosity of local sponsors: Ginger Cow, B&M and PW
Gates, whose contributions helped to cover event costs,
provide drinks and fill the finishers' bags. All participants
in both the 5k and the kids' fun run received a
commemorative medal, and those who completed

the 5k also received a finishers bag. Importantly, the
proceeds raised from the event will be donated to local
community groups, directly benefiting initiatives within
the Wixams area.

Adrian, a member of Wixams Runners, expressed

his appreciation for the level of participation and

the invaluable support provided by local runners

and residents who volunteered as marshals. He also
extended a sincere thank you to the dedicated team
of organisers who worked hard to make the event run
smoothly. “We were delighted with how the day went,”
Adrian commented. “A big thank you to everyone who
came along to run and support us. Your enthusiasm
made it a truly enjoyable event.”

Wixams Runners aims to foster a supportive and
inclusive environment where individuals can connect
through running, regardless of their experience or
ability. The group holds regular running sessions and
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welcomes new members. The Community 5k and Kids'
Fun Run also marked a celebratory milestone for the
latest graduates of the Wixams Runners’ Couch to 5k
programme.

Wixams Runners meets at the Barratt's marketing suite
on Southern Cross on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 pm,
and Sundays at 9 am. Whether you're an experienced
runner or just starting your fitness journey, the group
offers a welcoming space.

For more information about
Wixams Runners and their
upcoming activities, please
visit facebook.com/groups/
wixamsrunnerscommunity.




Electrical Services

Contact Us Today For a Free Quotation

Tel: 07806822407

Email: info@esgelectrical.co.uk

Are you looking to
upgrade your home with
top-notch electrical
solutions?

Look no further!

Our
Services

WE LIVE IN WIXAMS
WE WORK IN WIXAMS
WE LOVE WIXAMS

1GCOW

ESTATE AGENTS

&/ Caiz
~ “HOME

Home based salon

In Wixams (Houghton conquest)
15+ years experience

In all aspects of women's,
men’s & children’s hairdressing
From cutting, styling, colouring,
perming, extensions,

weddings & hair-up

(Rebocating from Hertfordshire to
Bedfordshire

Contact information:

M:07742109395
E:stephaniemuncey36@gmail.com

Facebook: /astonhairdresser

Instagram: hairathomebystephmuncey

Salon address: 17 homestead way, MK453GN

N\

GROUP

SPECIALIST GLAZING SERVICES

* Replacement Glass * Window & Door Repairs
*Locks ¢Hinges ¢ Full Installations
Based in Wixams
Please Call Jamie on: 01234 694171/07771 849683

info@je-group.co.uk  www.je-group.co.uk

Ballet
Modern Jazz
Street Dance

Musical Theatre




Monthly Gardening Tips

Tips for May 2025, by Marion Colledge

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING?

Last year | was pruning my red fruit bushes on the lottie and the frogs
were laying their spawn in the mini-garden pond in the funny hot snap
in February. This year not so.

Saturday 14 March finally a lull in the grey weather. Then swiftly: the
daffodils and the pink anemone Friday, the beautiful almond blossom
today and by Sunday 15 March a hint of forsythia flowers.

POND

Pond: on 8 March the temperature
was still too sharp for the frogs

to leave the pond. | skimmed the
duckweed (lemna minor) off the tiny
pond so | could actually see in it, by
holdig a shovel flat and scooping it
into a bucket. | used it to compost a
dry area under my wall-hugging kiwi
and peach tree. | split the yellow flag
in half as it uses too much water in

only one clump. The population has
reduced - females should migrate

e each autumn and return, but since
we turned the garage into an extension, they can't get in the garden
and back to their birthplace. One year we found one waiting on the
doorstep!

‘Why do you have a pond?’ asked my little Ukrainian guest. Because we
know the frogs eat little slugs and snails, and because my son at ten
years old, was energetic enough to spend a week of his Easter holiday
blunting his child spade in its excavation — mostly pebbles and sharp
flints once he hit fifteen centimetres down! We straightway lined

the hole with sand, bought the plastic shell, one metre across and

half meter deep, from the garden centre, the aquarium gave us five
tadpoles and so it began.

PLANTING BULBS FOR SUMMER

I'm currently planting fritillary bulbs (mauve hanging bell-shaped
flowers) I'm putting them as deep under my herbaceous border as |
can get, so they won't be disturbed by pulling out weeds or dividing
large plants like the catmint that come up later. They may still flower
at the end of April or beginning of May. You could plant crocosmia or
dahlias or alliums - for best results feed with bone meal - bulbs need
a lot of phosphorous (search rhs summer bulbs).

KNOW YOUR SOIL AND YOUR WEEDS

. Travelling on Thameslink past the new
house-building work near Wixams
yesterday, | could see mountains of
removed white clay piled up. What
back-breaking stuff to work in your
garden, but full of minerals, good for
growth if you lighten it with mulch of
2-3 cm leaf mould and let the worms
do the work. If your soil is hard-
trodden clay, it will favour a certain
type of weed that likes to have its
roots squashed in such as daisies,
" yellow coltsfoot, yellow thistles, and
. self-set primulas (you might not call
primulas weeds as they have pretty
| flowers). Supposing you have a lawn
on clay, my advice is to get garden
sand or grit and leaf mould, make small vertical holes with a hollow
tine (a fork with hollow spikes), or as I've just done an ordinary fork.
Hopefully then and drop the grit and leaf mould down into the holes.

Now'’s the time to do it, not when it's dried out and cracked in summer.

TRUGS/ ALLOTMENTS OR WHEREVER

Now'’s the time to get cracking on planting a few salads and peas (rhs
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summer. The frogs spawned 20 March,

how to grow peas). A word on
cabbages. Get good stock from
a decent online or local nursery
or from the market, not from a
supermarket where they've let
them dry out and weaken in the day. They can have nasty diseases.
Choose a variety that will grow quickly and heart out. You need plenty
of lime in your soil - cabbages need a lot of calcium. Make a hole

the size of the roots, but If the roots have got compacted in a small
container, open them out a bit. Make
sure that the bottom of the stem is
level with the top of the soil. Pour
water in the hole around the roots,

fill with soil and water daily. Then

you won't be getting water on the
surface where the sun will dry it up.
Put a generous layer of wool compost
around the bottom of the stem or
more lime or expensive cabbage
collars. This will prevent blue-grey
mealy aphids invading the stems.
Water regularly into the hole. If you
haven't eaten them by June, watch
out for cabbage white butterflies’

| yellow eggs: remove them or cover
with a net.

| hope you enjoy the spring gardening. Don’t get disheartened
about weeds!

Marion

IXAMS & WILSTEAD
/Gardening Services

spects of gardening

ral maintenance

landscaping

onthly or one off jobs
il

NOW
OFFERING

fencing, shed

repairs & other

wood related
garden
projects

"FREE QUOTATION & CONSULTATION
Call John on 07397 995935 f

= wandwgardenservices@gmail.com




EMPIRE CARS BEDFORD

01234741002 /7 07727 258633 SALES@EMPIRECARSBEDFORD.CO.UK
1 COTTON END ROAD, WILSTEAD, MK45 3BT

SALESEEENSERVICEREEEMOTEEEERF PAIRS

FROM SERVICING AND MINOR REPAIRS TO CLUTCH AND ENGINE REPAIRS, OUR WORKSHOP IS
EQUIPPED TO DEAL WITH IT ALL! WE HAVE HIGHLY SKILLED MECHANICS, AND THE ABILITY TO
CARRY OUT MOT TESTS ON SITE, SO YOU CAN BE ASSURED THAT YOUR VEHICLE IS IN GOOD HANDS!

o

0 LTD ¥ SERVICING & REPAIRS
EMPIRECARS mew UK gy
Wt _ MOT

(FREE PICK UP/DROP OFF
WIXAMS)

AIRCON, TYRES, EXHAUSTS
ENGINE & GEARBOX REPAIRS

DPF CLEAING
BoDY REPAIRS
ALLoY WHEEL REPAIRS

DENT REMOVALS

MINOR SCUFFS OR SCRATCH

How TO FIND US

WE OFFER QUALITY USED CARS AT VERY =T =

AFFORDABLE PRICES. WE HAVE OVER 100 CcARS e CENTRE O LS TE Al VICEACSE:
IN STOCK SO IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR YOUR JUST OPPOSITE WIXAMS AND TWO

FIRST CAR OR SIMPLY LOOKING TO UPGRADE, MINUTES FROM A6 ENTER WILSTEAD ON
GIVE US A CALL. THE BEDFORD ROAD AND WE ARE ON
THE LEFT NEXT TO WOOLPACK PUBLIC

WE CAN CREATE CUSTOM FINANCE SOLUTIONS HOUSE.

TO SUIT YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS SO
THAT YOU CAN PAY FOR YOUR NEW CAR IN
MONTHLY INSTALMENTS. EVEN IF YOU HAVE
BEEN DECLINED FINANCE IN THE PAST , WE CAN
HELP. NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED FINANCE
APPLICATION CAN BE DONE OVER THE PHONE,
EMAIL OR IN PERSON AT OUR SHOWROOM, IT
TAKES AROUND TEN MINUTES.

WE Buy CARS FOR CASH

. IF
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SELLING YOUR VEHICLE,
PLEASE COME DOWN TO OUR SHOWROOM, GIVE
US ACALLON 01234741002 OR EMAIL US AT
SALES@EMPIRECARSBEDFORD.CO.UK




SWING BANDS & DANCE CLASSES

EVERY WEEK IN WIXAMS : WWW.TLPAINTINGSERVICES.CO.UK
ISR e et SVVING DANCE CLASS
7:15PM - 8PM 5
£8 per week Our Services
£25 monthly & Painting
+ Wallpapering
BAND NIGHT + Interior & exterior
£12.99 peintlng
WHEN
Thursdays @ Froe no obligation quatation Why Choose Us

8-10:30pm

WHERE
Wixams Retirement Village Theatre
Bedford Rd, Bedford MK42 6EA

GREAT LIVE BANDS EVERY WEEK
Swing * Rock ‘n Roll « Blues * Jazz Call now
WWW.SWINGSTERS.CO.UK 07578829561

We take pride in what we do
and aim ta provide the best
customer serviceand high
quality work for all our clients

@ Fully insured profesaional
eliable

07956 366449 / 07814 054401

Guest Car Parking (Swingsters)
) Cashless Bar ===

Cook Smarter, Not Harder with

Thermomix!

THE Gﬂﬁ ZING D:h_z?g co Toin thousands of happy Thermomix owners and
: experience effortless, gourmet cooking at homel

4 All-in-One Convenience
Replace aver 20 kitchen
appliances.

Save Time & Money
Reduce grocery bills and meal
prep tme

Fl Stmart & Connected
Acoess 50,000 of guided
recipes at your fingertips.

11 Healthy & Delicious
Cook fresh; homemade meals
with esse.

Want to see it in action? Contact Me LAURA
Book a Free Cooking Experience today
and see first hand how Thermomix is!

thermomix with.laura@gmail.com @ 07428 233 245

Burr’s Garage Ltd
Service, Repairs and

DIVA

Diagnostics
be yourself. i ) 1| | ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?
. . . f AN . | We Value 0Old Fashioned Customer Service .
Wixams-based halrdressmg salon 7 e A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989 Tel' 0 | 23474 | | 67
ol L i [1 Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors MObZ 07777656767
- Cutting BOOK NOW g i i & No Call Out Charge W
= Colouring E 13- t b (T SR % No Fix No Fee
: EXten_S'O"S Ly A ™ |© All Work Fully Guaranteed 30 Ivy Lane Wilstead,
© [PEuliy I g g © 10% Senior Citizen Discount
= Barbering ) \ 2 ] } . MK45 3DN
: For More Advice & Help
Call Christopher:

0 /diva.wi ‘ W '
diva hair | zeauty 0 ik (L OF2T2 1101 222 Monday to Friday:

R, Raj on 07712 762494 ' | _ . ’ : 8.30am-5.30pm

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk
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Bright Shine

Design & Interior

Wixams Local  [MREEES e " —— ] Local, friendly, reliable,
Bathroom & BT = /il , competitive and fully insured
Kitchen  |SEges | — Window Cleaning

Installations g = T — Service

07545299480
Covering Bedford and surrounding areas

zel"o Al - ¢ Interior / Exterior

St LSt I ¢ Velux Windows
EMERGENCY SMALL GRANTS Ve ¢ Fascias & Soffits

¢ Gutters & Gutter Clearance

g ; ) . For a no obligation & Garage Doors
up to £50 to adults in urgent n a, utilities, quote or enguiries
. please contact é Conservatory Roofs

Mark Magill 4 Domestic & Commercial

S, 07919 287044

v - -
= Igh':?:‘::;ws Find us on facebook at
yanoo. Bright Shine Windows

Free quote We will help you pick the right flooring for your space.

DChnst the Word

DEAKIN & PECK
FLOORING

www.deakinpeckflooring.co.uk

We are a family run business
with 20 years of experience.

We can supply and fit carpets and all types of flooring in the
Northampton, Milton Keynes, Bedford and surrounding areas.

We provide some of the well known brands, types and styles.
We can cater for all types of customers looking for both luxury and
good value flooring to meet a range of needs and suit any budget.

Contact: 07791 282769
email: fieldfarecakes@hotmail.co.uk
www.fieldfarecake.co.uk

www.facebook.com /fieldfarecake




{ B Mayor Tom Wootton: Standing Up for Wixams and Bedford
2 Borough, Delivering Real Results

= As Mayor, I'm not here to make promises, I'm here to deliver. And right now,
' Bedford Borough needs action, not more talking.

| Crime isrising

. Residents have told me they see shoplifters act with impunity, anti-social
behaviour running rampant, with a police presence that's all but vanished.
That's why I've written directly to the Chief Constable, demanding an

~ immediate, visible increase in policing across our communities. We need
+ officers on the ground, not behind desks. Enough is enough.

~ I'm fully aware of the recent issues in Wixams, including arson, robbery,
persistent anti-social behaviour, and the nuisance of A6 street racers.
Every one of these is ﬁrmly on my radar and being tackled with urgency.

Wixams needs a GP surgery, and it needs it now

The Council has already committed £9 million to improve access to local health services, and Wixams is a top
priority. My Executive is applying constant pressure on the NHS and Integrated Care Board. Residents should not
have to wait years for basic healthcare. It's simply not good enough, and we will not stop until the doors are open.

A four-platform station for Wixams, fully funded and future-ready

In a major win for our community, Wixams will now receive a four-platform station, double the original plan, fully
funded by the Government, saving local taxpayers £25 million. This elevates Wixams into a regional transport hub,
not just for Bedford, but for the wider area.

| have asked Council officers to pause the smaller scheme and begin detailed discussions with all key parties to
ensure Network Rail delivers the upgraded version without delay.

From stronger policing and improved healthcare to major infrastructure investment, we are not waiting around, we
are delivering results.

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING m=== |Dixon ° "l
IN THE HEART OF SILSOE g | & SONS 0 nenoumion o

CONSTRUCTION LIMITED (® www.dixonandsons.co.uk

BEDFORDSHIRE

* New Builds

« Extensions

= Landscaping

« Driveways

= Groundwork and Brickwork Contracts
= Garage Conversions and Alterations

+ Chimney Repointing and Repairs

70 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
OF SUPERIOR
FLOORING SERVICE

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.

WwWo O ® M o9 @ L A

Call today for a non-obligatory estimate.
References are available on request.
Company Registration Number: 19025667

* EXCELLENCE
* QUALITY
* SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE

An impressive range of

traditional and contemporary "
floors for all budgets. D Ixo n @ Ccall for a free estimate:
Engineered Wood (herringbone, » 01234 840879

garquet), \I/.a mlinl?te' Ca(/l?etfr_lfltair & S o n s @ plumbingandheating@dixonandsons.co.uk
unners, Vinyl, Luxury Vinyl Tiles
y y Viny SLUNERGG & REAT G www.dixonandsons.co.uk

(Amtico, Kahrs)

« Boiler Installation

Visit our tranquil showroom , :
A « Bathroom Design and Installation
01727 844408 silsoe@ 123flooor. co.uk « Break downs, Repairs and

Mansion House, Wrest Park, Silsoe MK45 4HR Maintenance )
Monday-Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm - Other days by appointment + Underfloor Heating

We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service.
Wo @ @ M S BE @
WWW.BED SFLOORS Y co UK Call today for a non-obligatory estimate.

W W W . 1 2 3 F L 0 O R . c 0 . U K References are available on request.

Company Registration Number: 09025667

123floor covers Beds and Herts with thousands more samples in our 5t Albans showroom.
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@Calmaccountancy
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC

‘Accountcncg DRIVING<<<

« Self assessment Xero Specialists

» Limited company accounts Al industries covered Including
« VAT CIS contractors
= Payroll Mator trade

- CIs Beauty Industry
IN AND AROUND
Contact us for a free discovery call
info@calmaccountancy.co.uk
07964631074

Block booking discount
available!

Learn to drive with local
male & female instructors!

PR On,
- i
~
.41

; Wi v el 3 e :I i O
o b WL I
L T— g ﬂ | § ‘ >>
CHEVALIER Gigey 4

S._RLES. LETTING_SAND V'V arl ANKSUDOSS |
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT L y T

- DRIVEl#e a

0345 067 8055 DACE

: 0782200 0397 (Txtonly) % =

THE COMPLETE SERVICE
#* Stationery * Magazines Y % Stickers / Labels % Correx Signs

* Flyers/Leaflets % Booklets WHITE % Vinyl Banners % Embroidery

% Business Cards % Posters H ART #: Roller Banners ¥ Orders of Service

* Brochures * Plans/Drawings % FoamexBoards # Wedding Stationery

Bedord MK0 8L 01234 270465 v f

ESTABLISHED 1987 www.wh itehartpress.co.u k info@whitehartpress.co.uk

DAVID J FRAS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE SERVICE EVERY TIME — NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

® Boiler services and repairs @® Powerflushing ® Bathroom & wetroom installations
® Boiler replacements ® Underfloor heating ® Taps, showers, ball valves

@ Healing system upgrades ® Wireless controls ® All general plumbing & heating

@ Radiators and towel radiators @ Cylinder replacements maintenance

Mob: 07866 926433 4




PRIZES
1st: £100 Amazon Gift Card
2nd: £560 Amazon Gift Card

==\ “ 3rd: £25 Amazon Gift Card

‘ - £15 Amazon Gift Card
DUCK({ www.balloonrace.net/weti AR

5th: £10 Amazon Gift Card

They’ve got names like Quack Nicholson, Princess Layer, and Ducktor Who,
and they're ready to waddle for glory!

For just £3, you can adopt a duck (or a whole feathery army), name them something ridiculous, and
race for some seriously quacking prizes (see above)

Race runs 13-28 June, ending in style at the Wixams Summer Party (28 June, 12-6pm)
Open to everyone in the UK!

Buy your duck before the race starts (or forever live with duck regret)

It's almost a year since | was elected to Parliament,

and no village or town in Mid Bedfordshire has been

mentioned more by me in Parliament than Wixams. | wish

| could be talking about Wixams because of the fantastic

> community, brilliant schools and so much more. But sadly,
‘ I've had to mention Wixams so much because of the

Blake continued failure to deliver the infrastructure you need

Stephenson L | and were promised.

For far too long you've had to cope without a GP surgery
and without the train station you were promised ever
since residents first moved in. 16 years since the first
houses in Wixams were occupied; this just isn't good
enough. I've met with the Government’s Health Minister to
try and get the project moving, but the real sticking point
remains the Integrated Care Board (ICB), so | recently
spoke in the House of Commons about giving locally
elected politicians powers to deliver GP surgeries rather than unelected quangos. But that isn't a short-term fix,
and | will keep pushing and doing everything | can.

Now, we do of course also have some fantastic news to welcome. Universal Studios. | have been championing the
project in Parliament, because it will be a real gamechanger for our area, for thrill seekers and job seekers alike.

But | also know there are questions being asked about the disruption it may cause locally, and | have already been
working with Universal and the Government to ensure the appropriate road, rail and accommodation infrastructure
is planned and built to deal with the expected increase in visitors. Wixams train station is another essential piece of
infrastructure, and work is also now underway to ensure that when it is built it will include extra platforms to cope
with the demand from Universal.

When | speak to Universal, the Government and our local councils | will be banging the drum for your key
infrastructure priorities, so | have set up a short survey which you can complete on my website: blakestephenson.uk

Keep In Touch - If you want to stay updated on the work I'm doing for you in Parliament you can sign up for my
regular newsletters on my website, where you can also find the dates of my upcoming advice surgeries.

For support with local issues please email me on blake.stephenson.mp@parliament.uk.
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WIXAMS LEGO CLUB

Come and join us at the Lakeview Village Hall
for our weekly meet to build everything Lego !

Session 1 - 9:00am to 10:00am
aimed at children aged 3 to 7

with Duplo, Lego & Lego Kits

Session 2 - 10.15am to 11:30am
suitable for ages 7 - 16
with Lego, Lego Kits & Lego Technics

held every Saturday during school term time

Annual Membership Fee - £5
Members weekly attendance fee - £2
Non-members weekly attendance fee - £2.50

Please note that children under the age of 7 must be accompanied by a parent/quardian.

For further information please email — legoatwixams@gmail.com
or visit our Facebook page €2 Wixams Lego Club

Please note that due to popular demand this Club is open only to children who reside at Wixams.

EVES Py wltm FHE L M A7 s
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This space could be yours.

We're in the process of overhauling our advertising opportunities in our print and online editions.

Reach out to us at advertising@wixams.news

Advertising in Wixams News



