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November 2024     

An Independent Newsletter covering all parishes across Wixams • newsletter@wixams.org

WIXAMS
NEWSLETTER

S106 Modification Application – REJECTED

On 23 October 2024 the S106 modification application was rejected and 
the planners were told there needs to be better consultation with our 
community.

The Wixams Joint Development Control Committee considered two 
applications to modify the developer’s S106 obligations for sports and 
leisure facilities for the rest of Wixams.

Despite all expectations, the committee voted to REJECT both 
applications, this is based on concerns raised by residents who responded 
to the applications across three rounds of public consultation.

Three residents from Wixams attended and spoke about the issues we 
have been facing here, the lack of engagement from the developers and 
planners, and how those issues have lead to a set of proposals which were 
rejected by nearly everyone who responded.

The planners were in attendance and were asked a lot of very important 
and fundamental questions about the applications, many of which they 
could not answer.

The next steps are better collaboration, something the Wixams Residents 
Group pushes for over and over.  The planners have been asked to engage 
with the community to make sure they get the plans right on a few last 
details.  The Residents Group have reached out to the developer, Urban 
and Civic to see if we can offer information on engagement opportunities 
with the community.

New Youth Outreach Programme

In other news a new youth outreach programme has started in 
Wixams.  On Tuesday 5 November Dan, Crete and Mike from 
Dan Gaze Support Services visited Wixams as they have been 
tasked to carry out some youth engagement work in Wixams by 
the Bedfordshire Violence Exploitation Reduction Unit (VERU) 
after all the anti-social behaviour issues reported this year.  They 
were met by Leon Staszak from the Wixams Residents Group and 
Sam Mardell from Wixams Parish Council. Leon and Sam gave a 
short overview of some of the main concerns and then took the 
team on a walk to some key hotspots.

Dans team will be visiting Wixams weekly on Tuesday evenings, 
starting on 12 November.  They are also in touch with Wixams 
Academy and are hoping to engage with teens there on a weekly 
basis too.  There is currently a budget to cover Wixams until the 
end of March with a hope that more funding can be allocated so 
their work can continue.

More investment is needed in Wixams so please continue to 
report every incident to 101, to write to your representatives, 
including councillors, the Mayor, our MP and the PCC and keep 
the pressure on.

Lorem ipsum 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cons ectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea 

commodo consequat.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim 

 Wixams Winter Wonderland

FUN FAIR RIDES • DANCERS • SINGERS • RAFFLE • PLENTY OF CRAFT STALLS FOOD STALLS • SWEET TREATS 
CHILDREN'S ENTERTAINMENT • LIGHT SWITCH ON 5PM • AND LOADS MORE

MORE INFO / SANTA TICKETS - WIXAMSEVENTS.UK

SATURDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2024 • 12PM - 6PM

MORE INFORMATION ON PAGE 12
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USEFUL NUMBERS

999 - Emergency 
Where there is a risk of: 
• Personal injury
• Loss of life
• Crime in action

101 - Non emergency 
• Reporting a crime that is no longer in progress
• Giving information about a crime
• Contacting local police officer
• Getting update reported crime
• Suspicious incidents

• Wixams Parish Council................ 07386 904950
• Lakeview Village Hall.................... 07544 853633
• Lakeview School............................ 01234 741653
• Wixams Tree................................... 01234 608960
• Wixams Academy.......................... 01234 608950
• Houghton Conquest 
   Lower School ..................................01234 740202
• Welcome (Wixams Co-Op).......... 01234 740404
• Lakeside Fish & Chips................... 01234 743942
• Wilstead Tandoori......................... 01234 740904
• Wilstead 9th Kitchen..................... 01234 740413
• The Red Lion.................................. 01234 402446
• The Woolpack................................. 01234 742318
• NHS Direct....................................................... 111
• Wilstead Pharmacy........................ 01234 740609
• Bedford Hospital............................ 01234 355122
• Doctors - London Road................ 01234 266866
• Doctors - Houghton Close........... 01525 300898
• Doctors - Greensand..................... 01525 631390
• Doctors - Oliver St......................... 01525 631395
• Doctors - Wootton......................... 01234 762500
• Dentist - Cranfield......................... 01234 752515
• Scotts Vets....................................... 01234 742423
• BPHA Customer Service.............. 0330 100 0272
• Bedford Borough Council............ 01234 267422
• L&Q Estates.................................... 01926 339339
• Wilstead & Wixams Good  
   Neighbours Scheme...................... 07807 408928
• Wilstead Post Office ..................... 01234 740210
• Seasons Garden Centre ................ 01234 741909
• Houghton Conquest 
   Parish Council .............................. 01234 270016
• Houghton Conquest  
   Post Office ...................................... 01234 740208
• Stewartby Parish Council............. 01908 397959

Wixams Parish Council
Delivered just in time for Remembrance.  The Parish Council were asked by 
the Wixams Yarnbombers to provide a bench for the Community Garden 
and following approval at the last Parish Council Meeting on 15 October 
they have arrived.  They are currently outside Lakeview Village Hall as a 
temporary measure.

Wixams Yarn Bombers
We have once again remembered all of those who gave their lives 
with our Remembrance Display on the wall of Lakeview Village Hall 
and outside the Co-op.

The Yarn Bombers spend a lot of love, time and effort in creating 
these wonderful displays and were deeply saddened that some of the 
remembrance display was removed.  These displays are for the whole 
of the Community to enjoy and we are grateful for all of the positive 
feedback we receive.

Please be aware that if you would like any of the items on display 
these are available after the display has been taken down.  

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 27 November 7-9 pm at the 
Wixams Retirement Village and you are most welcome to join us.  
We welcome new members so if you are interested please contact us 
- wixamsyarnbombers@gmail.com

Look out for our Christmas display coming soon.
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GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

W I L S T E A D  &  W I X A M S

Tuesday mornings
10:30 am to 12:00 pm

Swan Room, Lakeview Village Hall

The Wixams Community Café is open weekly 
and  for just £2 each (kids under 5 go free) 
you get unlimited tea, coffee, squash, 
biscuits and cakes.

Wixams Community Café

Everyone is welcome so why not pop in for 
cuppa and a natter?

Update from Mayor Tom
A Healthier Future for Wixams
I am pulling out all the stops for residents in Wixams with plenty of 
positive and exciting news. 
So, what’s been happening?
The £62.2m Wixams Station has finally begun! The station had 
been promised 20 years ago but was never delivered. After being 
elected last year, I was determined to see this promise fulfilled and 
in July 2024 the Council entered an agreement with Network Rail to 
construct a two-platform station. 
Spades hit the ground on the 2 September 2024 and work is 
proceeding as planned with the station possibly on track on be 

completed as soon as 2026. 
I was also immensely proud to cut the ribbon and officially open the new Willow Grove Primary School 
on the 20  September 2024. Backed by approximately £24million, the purpose-built school will feature a 
host of high-quality features such as high-spec classrooms and a great range of sports provisions. 
Last but not least, the Zebra Crossings. It is important that residents no matter the age have a safe route 
to and from their home to their chosen destination. There are two Zebra Crossings coming to Wixams 
and construction started 28 October 2024.
As you can see this isn’t all talk – real tangible progress is being made as promised in my manifesto. 



4

Farewell to the Wixams 
Community Watch
Dear neighbour,

After several years of working together to keep our 
community safe, the Wixams Community Watch group has 
decided to close. We want to express our sincere gratitude 
to everyone who has supported our efforts over the 
years. Your involvement and dedication have made a real 
difference in our neighbourhood.

We’re proud to announce that we’ve donated all of our 
remaining funds to the local newsletter group. We’ve also 
donated any leftover stock, including the safety equipment, 
toys and banners we used for community events.

Thank you again for everything. We hope you’ll continue 
to look out for your neighbors and keep Wixams a safe and 
welcoming place to live.

Kind regards,
WCW committee

WIXAMS
NEWSLETTER Notice

Our Volunteers have worked hard over the year to pull together and deliver the newsletter trying to 
ensure you are kept up to date with local news.  To allow our volunteers a little break over the festive 

period  there will be no Newsletter in December BUT there will be a bumper edition in the first week of 
January 2025.  The January newsletter will be collated in December  ready to send to print in December 
but not issued until January.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our volunteers who 

make this Newsletter happen – Designer, Editor, Treasurer, Committee and the wonderful deliverers who 
get this to you each month. We’d also like to thank those who have worked hard to provide contributions 
to our Newsletter throughout the year to provide content to ensure our residents are kept up to date with 

local developments.

We would also like to thank all of our advertisers who continue to support us.

If you would like to write something for our newsletter please contact us – 
advertising@wixams.org or barbiematt30@icloud.com  

Finally we would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy, healthy new year.

YOUTH CORNERYOUTH CORNER
by Ellieby Ellie
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Have your say on Youth Facilities in Wixams at the

Youth Engagement and Activities Fayre
at Wixams Academy on Tuesday 14 January 2025 – 15:30 to 17:30

Wixams Parish Council and Houghton Conquest 
Parish Council are holding an event after school on 
Tuesday 14 January 2025.  The event has two purposes; 
firstly to provide information about the available 
activities for young people in and around Wixams and 
secondly to provide opportunities for those who make 
decisions about Wixams to hear what is needed here.

This event is for young people between 10-17 years 
old but parents, carers and those wanting to support 
with the youth provision planned for Wixams are also 
welcome to come along.  The session is completely 
FREE to attend, and if you have any special access 
requirements please just let us know.

Join us at Wixams Academy to

Hear from over 20 local groups including various 
sports clubs, music groups, youth services and cadet 
detachments about what they have to offer and how 
you can sign up.
Meet with representatives from a Skate Park provider 
and companies who design outdoor youth provision 
such as hang out shelters, games tables and DJ booths.
Feedback your thoughts on what you want to see in Wixams to those who make the decisions

Help us to shape the future of Wixams

In the recent S106 planning application youth provision was earmarked as a “reserved matter” to be dealt with 
outside of the outline application for Wixams facilities.  This means that further thought and development needs 
to occur before the youth provision is submitted for planning permission.  A budget of over £300,000 and an 
area of 250-800 sqm was put aside for youth provision (see map), so now is the time to feedback to developers 
and planners on what you want to see in this space!

To ensure your voice is heard there will be a representatives from both Bedford Borough Council and Central 
Bedfordshire Council, the developer (Urban and Civic) as well as local planning teams, police officers and youth 
engagement teams present at the event.

If you would like to recommend any further groups to invite to the session, or have any further questions please 
email: wixamsyouthengagement@mail.com.
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GROUP
SPECIALIST GLAZING SERVICES

•Replacement Glass •Window & Door Repairs 
•Locks •Hinges •Full Installations

Based in Wixams
Please Call Jamie on: 01234 694171/07771 849683

  info@je-group.co.uk      www.je-group.co.uk
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Event Date Location/Details

Wixams Winter Wonderland Saturday 30th November, 12 noon

Free Entry
Craft stalls, food stalls, visit to Santa and the light switch
To receive the latest information join the mailing list at https://wixamsevents.uk/
Visit the Facebook page for more iformation
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LakeviewEventsCommittee/

Wixams Motorbike Meet up Sunday 1st December, 11.00
Monthly meet
1st Sunday of the month
11am Meet at seasons Garden Centre 

Christmas Tree Candle Making 
Workshop with Fire Nest Saturday 7th December, 10.30 

For more information visit: 
The Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine 
https://www.marstonvale.org/Event/christmas-candle-making-7th-dec-2024

Krigar’s Christmas Magic Show Sunday 8th December, 11.00
For more information visit: 
The Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine
https://www.marstonvale.org/Event/krigars-christmas-magic-show-8th-dec-2024

Breakfast with Santa Sunday 8th December, 09.00
Sunday 22nd December, 09.00

For more information visit: 
The Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine
https://www.marstonvale.org/Event/breakfast-with-santa-15th-dec-2024
https://www.marstonvale.org/Event/breakfast-with-santa-22nd-dec-2024

Christmas Wreath Workshop
Sunday 8th December, 
09.30 – 12.00
13.30 – 16.00

For more information visit: 
Herrings Green Farm, Wilstead
https://birdsofpreycentre.co.uk/product/christmas-wreath-workshop-december-
8th-9-30-12-00-1-30-4-00/

Christmas Market
Bromham Village Hall Sunday 8th December, 10.00am

Free Entry
Various stalls including craft stalls, jewellery stalls, wooden furniture

Wixams Parish Council Tuesday 17th December, 10.30 Lakeview Village Hall

The Merry Little Party - Kids’ Disco Friday 20th December, 17.00
For more information visit: 
The Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine
https://www.marstonvale.org/Event/xmas-kids-disco-20th-dec-2024

Lunch with Father Christmas 21st, 22nd and 23rd December
11.30 and 13.30

For more information visit: 
Herrings Green Farm, Wilstead
https://birdsofpreycentre.co.uk/product/lunch-with-father-christmas-december-
21st-22nd-23rd-11-30-1-30/

Jolly Christmas Crafts Monday 23rd December, 11.00 and 13.00
For more information visit: 
The Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine
https://www.marstonvale.org/Event/kids-christmas-crafts-23rd-dec-2024

 
All upcoming events are correct at the time of publishing. Please check with the event organisers directly for more information.

Upcoming Events & Things to do
Send details of your local events to newsletter@wixams.org
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W W W . B E D S F L O O R S . C O . U K
W W W . 1 2 3 F L O O R . C O . U K

An impressive range of 
traditional and contemporary 
fl oors for all budgets.
Engineered Wood (herringbone, 
parquet), Laminate, Carpets, Stair 
Runners, Vinyl, Luxury Vinyl Tiles 
(Amtico, Kahrs)

70 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
OF SUPERIOR 
FLOORING SERVICE
• EXCELLENCE
• QUALITY
• SPECIALIST KNOWLEDGE

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING
IN THE HEART OF SILSOE

Visit our tranquil showroom
01727 844408 silsoe@123fl ooor.co.uk

Mansion House, Wrest Park, Silsoe MK45 4HR
Monday-Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm - Other days by appointment

123fl oor covers Beds and Herts with thousands more samples in our St Albans showroom.

Visit our tranquil showroom
01727 844408 silsoe@123fl ooor.co.uk

Mansion House, Wrest Park, Silsoe MK45 4HR
Monday-Thursday 8.30am-5.30pm - Other days by appointment

123fl oor covers Beds and Herts with thousands more samples in our St Albans showroom.
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Wixams Events Group Halloween Spooktacular
The Wixams Events Group held their annual Halloween Parties on Saturday 26 October.  There were a lot of spooky things 
going on including a visit from the Grim Reaper and lots of Halloween themed crafts including putting your hand in a 
stone and guessing what was in there – very scary.  Lots of spooky decorations including a hanging skeleton and a really 
lovely balloon entrance.  The DJ joined in with games for the younger ones.  There was a prize for the best dressed person 
in both sessions – take a look at the winners:
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 EEMMPPIIRREE  CCAARRSS  BBEEDDFFOORRDD  

01234 741002 / 07727 258633       sales@empirecarsbedford.co.uk 

1 COTTON END ROAD, WILSTEAD, MK45 3BT 

SSAALLEESS                      SSEERRVVIICCEE                        MMOOTT                        RREEPPAAIIRRSS 

From servicing and minor repairs to clutch and engine repairs, our workshop is 
equipped to deal with it all! We have highly skilled mechanics, and the ability to 
carry out mot tests on site, so you can be assured that your vehicle is in good hands! 

 
SSEERRVVIICCIINNGG  &&  RREEPPAAIIRRSS  

MMOOTT  

(FREE PICK UP/DROP OFF 
WIXAMS) 

AIRCON, TYRES, EXHAUSTS 
ENGINE & GEARBOX REPAIRS 

Dpf Cleaing  

Body Repairs  

Alloy Wheel Repairs 

Dent Removals 

Minor scuffs or scratch  

 

 
 

Sales 

We offer quality used cars at very 
affordable prices. We have over 100 cars 

in stock so if you are looking for your 
first car or simply looking to upgrade, 

Give us a call. 

We can create custom finance solutions 
to suit your individual  requirements so 
that you can pay for your new car in 
monthly instalments. Even if you have 
been declined finance in the past , we can 
help. No deposit required Finance 
application can be done over the phone, 
Email or in person at our showroom, it 
takes around ten minutes. 

We Buy Cars for Cash  
We buy all makes and models of cars, if 
you are interested in selling your vehicle, 
please come down to our showroom, give 
us a call on 01234741002 or email us at 
sales@empirecarsbedford.co.uk 

 

How to Find us 

We are located at the crossroads 
in the centre of wilstead village, 
just opposite wixams and two 
minutes from a6 enter wilstead on 
the Bedford road and we are on 
the left next to woolpack public 
house. 
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EVENT SPONSORS

Wixams Winter Wonderland – Saturday 30 November 2024
We have a lot of exciting and new things lined up for you at our Wixams Winter Wonderland so please come 
along and join in the fun.

We are also pleased to announce:

Santa’s Special Delivery Post Box will be at 
the Winter Wonderland

Parents, get ready for some serious holiday magic! This year at 
the Winter Wonderland we will be launching something brand new 
to make the season even brighter – Santa’s North Pole Post Box

Here is how it works: get your little ones to write their letters or 
Christmas lists and pop them right into Santa’s official post box – 
it’s a direct line to the North Pole – no Sleigh required!

But here’s the best part: Santa himself will write back, complete with a little surprise in the mail for your child.  
(Yes the elves are going above and beyond this year!)

So swing by, make a little holiday magic, and watch your kids’ eyes light up when they hear back from Santa!

PS Don’t forget to include your child’s name and your address, so Santa’s Elves know where to send the card.

The Post Box will be available outside Lakeview Village Hall next to the Christmas Tree from Saturday 30 
November until Sunday 15 December 2024.

Not only that but Santa asked us to post a letter to you all because as well as attending the Wixams Winter 
Wonderland on 30 November he has put an extra date in his busy schedule for a second chance to meet 
Santa  -

Second date to visit Santa at Lakeview Hall

Dear Wixams Residents,

Santa is making a special visit to Wixams Village Hall on Sunday 15 December 
between 11.30am and 3pm, with assistance of Wixams Event Team and 
Community Group. If you wish to attend, tickets are £4.50 per child, this includes 
a small gift. To book tickets, scan the QR code to the right.

Hope to see you soon,

Santa Claus https://wixamsevents.uk/d15
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ELECTRICIAN
www.electrician-bedford.co.uk

Do you find it difficult to find someone to come
and do those small jobs?

♦ Qualified Electrician 
♦ Free quotes

♦ Quick response 
♦ Reasonably priced 

♦ NICEIC Domestic installers 
♦ 10 Year Workmanship

guarantee

♦ Additional sockets
♦ Outside lighting
♦ Extensions & Loft
conversions
♦ Smart Heating controls 
♦ New fuse boards
♦ Landlord and homebuyer
Electrical Reports
 ♦ Full and partial rewires

Call Rob on:
01234 964 904  

Rewire Specialists
Satisfaction guaranteed 

I will assure you of
a quick response
and a reasonably
 priced service....

Your Local 
Electrician!

IMPROVE YOUR 
DRUMMING

WITH A PRO

Covering many areas of drumming including:
• Improving your technique
• Learn how to play to a click
• Record your own playing and improve!
• Learn the drum part from your favourite song
• Any specific area you’d like to work on
Lessons take place in a fully soundproofed custom built drum studio 
which will include all covid related precautions.Or via Zoom if preferred. 
I am also CRB/DBS checked. Intermediates and above.

To see who I’ve played/Recorded and Toured with over the last 20 years go to 
alextoffdrums.com  Call 07973 553678 or contact me at alex@atdrumtracks.com 
for rates and more info. I’m based in Wixams, Bedfordshire

 
 
 
SWING DANCE CLASS 
7:15PM - 8PM  
£8 per week 
£25 monthly 

BAND NIGHT 
£12.99 

WHEN 
Thursdays 
8-10:30pm 
 
 

WHERE 
Wixams Retirement Village Theatre 
Bedford Rd, Bedford MK42 6EA 

GREAT LIVE BANDS EVERY WEEK  

Swing • Rock ‘n Roll • Blues • Jazz 

WWW.SWINGSTERS.CO.UK 
 
07956 366449 / 07814 054401 
 
Guest Car Parking (Swingsters) 

Cashless Bar 

SWING BANDS & DANCE CLASSES 
 

EVERY WEEK IN WIXAMS 

Wixams based cake maker
Contact: 07791 282769
email: fieldfarecakes@hotmail.co.uk
www.fieldfarecake.co.uk
www.facebook.com/fieldfarecake
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Preparation time 
less than 30 mins

Cooking time 
10 - 30 mins

Makes 
12 mince pies

Ingredients
•	 300g/10oz plain flour, plus 

extra for dusting

•	 pinch salt

•	 150g/5oz fridge-cold butter, 
cut into 1cm/½in dice

•	 3 tbsp icing sugar

•	 1 large free-range egg, 
beaten with 1 tbsp very 
cold water

•	 300g/10½oz mincemeat

To finish

•	 1 medium free-range egg, 
beaten

•	 1 tbsp caster sugar

Have you got a tasty recipe that you’d like to share with the community? 
We’d love to feature it in a future edition. Email newsletter@wixams.org

STEP 1
To make the pastry, place the flour and salt in 
a food processor and add the butter. Using the 
pulse function, whizz until it resembles coarse 
breadcrumbs. Add the icing sugar and pulse again 
to mix. Add the beaten egg mixture and pulse 
briefly to mix to a rough dough.

STEP 2
Tip the pastry out onto the work surface, and 
using your hands, lightly bring the dough together 
into a ball and wrap in cling film or place in a 
plastic sealable box to chill for about 20–30 
minutes (this prevents pastry shrinkage later on).

STEP 3
If making the pastry by hand, put the flour into a 
large bowl. Grate in the butter using the coarse 
grater blade on a box grater. Coat the butter in 
the flour by lightly mixing it with your fingers. 
Using your fingertips, lightly rub the butter into 
the flour until it resembles coarse breadcrumbs. 
Stir in the caster sugar and salt. Using a table 
knife, stir in the beaten egg mixture to make a 
rough dough, then turn out onto a lightly floured 
board and bring together into a ball. Wrap and 
rest in the fridge as above.

STEP 4
Brush a 12-hole bun tin with melted butter and 
set aside in the fridge.

STEP 5
After chilling, turn the dough out onto a lightly 
floured work surface. Roll out into a circle that is 
about 4mm/1/8in thick. Use a round cutter to cut 
out 12 discs of pastry that are about 6mm/¼in 
bigger than the size of the bun tin holes. Bring 

the scraps of pastry together lightly and re-roll as 
necessary.

STEP 6
Press a round of pastry into the bottom of each 
hole. Fill each pastry case with a level tablespoon 
of mincemeat. Don’t overfill them as they will leak 
and make your mince pies stick to the tray.

STEP 7
Cut out 12 lids with a smaller pastry cutter, re-
rolling the pastry as needed. These can be fluted 
or straight-edged, as you like. Brush a little beaten 
egg around the base of the lid and stick it down 
onto the pie edge, pressing gently to seal. (Try to 
avoid getting egg wash between the pastry and 
the tin, as this can also lead to sticking.)

STEP 8
Brush the tops of the mince pies with egg wash 
and sprinkle lightly with caster sugar. (You can 
use any pastry scraps and tiny cutters to cut out 
shapes like holly leaves and stars to stick on the 
tops of your pies.) Use a sharp knife to make a 
small incision in the middle of the pie, or several 
decorative incisions, to let out the steam as they 
bake.

STEP 9
Return the pies to the fridge while you preheat 
the oven to 190C/170C (Fan)/Gas 5.

STEP 10
Bake the mince pies for 20-25 minutes, or until 
golden-brown and crisp. Set the tray on a wire 
rack to cool for five minutes, and then turn the 
mince pies out. Serve with your choice of brandy 
butter, cream or ice cream.

Mince Pies
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The Parish Churches covering Wixams 
 

St Mary & St Helena 
ELSTOW 

–––––––––––––––––– 
All Saints 

WILSHAMSTEAD (Wilstead) 
–––––––––––––––––– 

All Saints 
HOUGHTON CONQUEST 

–––––––––––––––––– 
St Mary the Virgin 
CARDINGTON 

–––––––––––––––––– 
St Michael & All Angels 

Barford Avenue, BEDFORD 
 

“The welcome someone receives in church has a huge impact on whether they stay. 
Many of us are in church because of the acceptance and inclusion we’ve felt when we 

entered it, and that we continue to feel as we’ve remained”. 

We don’t just meet to worship on Sundays!  

For Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals, Bible Study and so much more you will 
always be assured of a warm welcome. 

https://elstowteamministry.org.uk/      01234 261477 
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WIXAMS & WILSTEAD
Gardening Services

WIXAMS & WILSTEAD
Gardening Services

All aspects of gardening
General maintenance

Soft landscaping
Weekly, monthly or one off jobs

Call John on 07397 995935
    wandwgardenservices@gmail.com

FREE QUOTATION & CONSULTATION

NOW  
OFFERING 
fencing, shed 

repairs & other 
wood related 

garden  
projects

What a wet year it has been. I didn’t 
win prizes for my grapes this year. They were 
pretty small and not quite ripe by the time of the 

show. But I won runners up prize for the largest weed. It was 
enchanters nightshade which was trying to colonise under my 
apple tree.  But I had a good harvest.  How has yours been?

Last week I said goodbye to my golden delicious apple cordon 
(wall trained at 45 degrees) 45 years old. The walls in my 
garden are too dry for apple trees really and when we then get 
a lot of rain, the bark splits and diseases can get in. It had a 
nasty fungus called coral spot. https://
www.rhs.org.uk›biodiversityCoralspot. 

Quince is rather an unusual fruit. I’ve 
got a dwarf quince on my allotment and 
it has produced a lot of fruit. I have used 
a Nigel Slater recipe with lots of cider 
vinegar to very gently cook them. 

Jobs for this season
If you’re lucky, you could still plant 
some cabbages. Don’t forget to give 
them lots of lime or crushed eggshell 
around the stems as this protects them 
from grey cabbage aphids. Cabbages 
need a lot of calcium. Do remember 
to rotate them on the land, not putting 
them where others of the same family 
such as mustard or kale have grown this 
year. This helps to keep disease down. 
If you’ve only got a trug or two, you can 
still rotate so now you could be planting 
cabbages if you had peas or potatoes 
before. Using companion planting, I am 
going to mix them with Welsh onions 
and garlic. 

Another thing you could do is clean 
your pond. I am going to try to clean 
across the top of my pond as there’s too 
much duck weed on it. I will use a sheet 
of cardboard like a sweep, then compost 
it .

Last year I talked to you about making 
a leaf cage. This year I’ve decided to buy 
a leaf shredder because I’m not getting 
enough leaves or leaf mould to cover 
up the cardboard on spare land on my 
allotment.  In Wixams you are lucky 
because you can go to the woods only a 
couple of miles away to collect leaves.

Now is a good time to think about 

Gardening Tips 
 for November

by 
Marion

Colledge

how you want your garden to look next autumn.  I am 
planning next year’s autumn garden with my eye and once 
again I have got too many light coloured Michaelmas 
daisies. As every year I am going to take some out and 
‘coral’ them with plastic (yes the dreaded plastic) lawn 
edging vertically below the ground surface to stop them 
spreading. Giving some away every year hasn’t worked. 

I will split and move my smaller deeper purple ones next to 
them. 

If you have a herbaceous border don’t forget to leave some 
of the woody stems till March for insects to overwinter in. 
The RHS has a video clip about this ‘How to Use Herbaceous 
perennials to provide for wildlife’.

Gardens to Visit
Anglesey Abbey is a lovely garden to visit at this time of year, 
perhaps a bit far away, but very child-friendly. This winter, 
they’ve got a ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt Trail’ for the children. 
I bought cyclamens there many years ago and these have 
naturalised in my garden under my viburnum fragrans whereas 
others bought from a superstore have died in the winter frosts 
because they had been grown in greenhouses and weren’t hardy. 

Have a lovely autumn and enjoy your gardening.
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On top of our busy
activity schedule we

have some more
relaxing activities on

offer during our snack
breaks and 30min free

play slot. These are:
 

Connect four
Colouring

Tic-tac-toe
Chess + Draughts
Interactive Lego

Our own Library of
reading books

BIG Jenga
Uno

Dominos
Massive Snakes and

Ladders
Tic-tac-toe

eliteskillsandfitness.com
/bedfordholidaycamps
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Burr’s Garage Ltd
Service, Repairs and 

Diagnostics

Tel: 01234741167
Mob: 07777656767

30 Ivy Lane
Wilstead, MK45 3DN

Monday to Friday:
8.30am-5.30pm

Ballet  
Modern Jazz  
Street Dance 

Musical Theatre 
Classes for ages 3-12yrs  

Limited places available

For more info or to book a FREE 
trial contact Louisa on 


07749091885

LAKEVIEW VILLAGE HALL 
WIXAMS

Get 25% OFF
USING CODE

WXMNL

www.mafbedroomsandkitchens.com

+44 1280 852 401

WE HAVE DELIGHTED
CUSTOMERS IN WIXAMS!

info@mafbedroomsandkitchens.com

Whether you're looking to
transform your bedroom, kitchen,
or media wall, our expert team is
here to guide you through every

step of the process.

 Call now to book your free
measure up & design appointment!

 2 Peverel Drive, Milton Keynes, MK1 1NL

Advertise 
here

See the rear page for 
more information

£5
from

/month

be yourself.

Wixams-based hairdressing salon

�               /diva.wixams
�                @diva_hair_beauty
� Raj on 07712 762494

• Cutting
• Colouring
• Extensions
• Perming
• Barbering



01234 270465 

THE COMPLETE SERVICE

ESTABLISHED 1987

58a York Street
Bedford MK40 3RL

 info@whitehartpress.co.ukwww.whitehartpress.co.ukwww.whitehartpress.co.uk

  Stationery

  Flyers / Leaflets

  Business Cards

  Brochures

 Magazines

  Booklets

  Posters

  Plans / Drawings

  Stickers / Labels

  Vinyl Banners 

  Roller Banners

  Foamex Boards

  Correx Signs

  Embroidery

  Orders of Service

  Wedding Stationery

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING REQUIREMENTS ...
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w.	alexhalldesign.co.uk
e.	alex@alexhalldesign.co.uk

SMALL BUSINESS 
GRAPHICS PACKAGE

Original Logo Design, plus...

Professional Business Card Design

100 Printed Business Cards - Delivered

Letterhead or Compliment Slip Design

Social Media Profile Graphics Prepared

3
3
3
3
3
All for just £200

A 50% discount and priority will be given to 
Wixams and Wilstead based businesses as we will have 
limited space. Advertising options are shown here. 
If you would be interested in advertising in the next 
issue of the Wixams Newsletter then please contact 
Sheila Menzies on advertising@wixams.org or 
07753 176585.

There may be a limit to how many adverts of each style we can 
accommodate in each issue Advertising prices do not include artwork design, but our 

designer can offer this service for an additional fee.

Advertising
Why not advertise in this newsletter?  
It is delivered to 2,850 homes and businesses.

Visit www.wixams.org/newsletter 
for digital versions of Wixams Newsletter and contact details. 

Email: newsletter@wixams.org
Printed by White Hart Press, 58a York Street, Bedford MK40 3RL 

Tel: 01234 270465     www.whitehartpress.co.uk 

Deadline for submissions for next issue: 
15th December 2024

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ALL OUR DELIVERERS ARE VOLUNTEERS AND AIM TO DELIVER THE LEAFLETS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.
AS THERE ARE 2,850 COPIES TO DELIVER, SOME HOUSES MAY GET THEIR COPIES BEFORE OTHERS BUT YOU WILL GET YOUR COPY!

If there is anything specific you would like to see in the 
Newsletter or if you would like to write an article of interest to 
others please get in touch with us at newsletter@wixams.org

Option 1 (93 x 132.5mm)........ £40 per issue
	 Local rate......£20 per issue
Option 2 (93 x 64mm)............. £20 per issue
	 Local rate......£10 per issue
Option 3 (45 x 64mm)............. £10 per issue
	 Local rate......£5 per issue
Option 4 (190 x 64mm)........... £40 per issue
	 Local rate......£20 per issue
Half Page (190 x 132.55mm)... £80 per issue
	 Local rate......£40 per issue
Full Page (190 x 270mm)......... £160 per issue
	 Local rate......£80 per issue

Advert 
Option 1

Advert 
Option 2

Advert 
Option

3

Advert 
Option 4

Grab an  advert now from just £5.00 an edition...

Best Option!

Most Popular!

Dynamic

new Option!

Amazing
Value!

The Newsletter Team
Editor & Advertising	 Sheila Menzies	 newsletter@wixams.org

	  	 If you are interested in advertising in this newsletter, please 
		  contact Sheila at advertising@wixams.org or 07707 209698

Distribution/Delivery	 Barbara Matthews	 If you would like to help out and have an hour or  
		  so a month to spare please contact Barbara at  
		  newsletterdistribution@wixams.org

Design and Production	 Dan James	 Find out more at danjamesmedia.com

Treasurer	 Acting treasurer: Barbara Matthews - barbiematt30@icloud.com

	 Vacancy for a new treasurer! Contact us for more information

Wixams Community Group	 Leon Staszak and Adriana Schepankiewitsch   community@wixams.org

Committee	 Saqhib Ali, Emma Egan and Ellie Egan


